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The “state of AI”
A reality check
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“

“The long-term dream of AI is to 
build machines that have the 
full range of capabilities for 

intelligent actions that people 
have—to build machines that are 

self-aware, conscious and 
autonomous in the same way 

that people like you and me are.”
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Wooldridge, M. (2020). The Road to Conscious Machines: The Story of AI. UK: Pelican Random House.

Since 1955…



“

“The reality of AI for 
the foreseeable future 
[still] is very different
to the grand dream.”
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Wooldridge, M. (2020). The Road to Conscious Machines: The Story of AI. UK: Pelican Random House.



“

Artifictional Intelligence, 
the one “available 

through the newspapers, 
books and films.” And in 

the hype and techno-
illusions of AI broligarchs.
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Collins, H. (2018). Artifictional Intelligence: Against Humanity’s Surrender to Computers. Cambridge, UK: Polity Press.
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Not 
artificial 
but very 
human



The core of my 
research sabbatical
in one slide
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AI Implementation Bingo. AI Chaos Prevention Committee. 
https://www.workersdecide.tech/resources/2025-09-18-bingo/

Well-known tropes regarding “AI”

“AI is here to stay”

“AI increases efficiency & productivity”

“It frees time for more valuable work”

“There are ways to use AI ethically”

“AI is just a tool”

“If you don’t learn AI, you won’t grow your 
career”

“Everyone else is using AI, we can’t fall 
behind”

“AI is already helping me in my job”

“This is the wave of the future”

https://www.workersdecide.tech/resources/2025-09-18-bingo/


The core of my 
research sabbatical
in more slides
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Publications
sabbatical

Final report: https://opus4.kobv.de/opus4-hwr/frontdoor/index/index/docId/4385

https://opus4.kobv.de/opus4-hwr/frontdoor/index/index/docId/4385
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Technology
Computing power, chips, 
micro- & multiprocessors, 
other hardware, cameras, 
sensors, wearables, etc.

Data
Massive amounts of data in 
the form of text, images, 
video, and audio, also derived 
from users’ behavior (clicks, 
wearables, etc.) and AI slop.

Software, Tools
(AI) algorithms and models, 
the former mostly around for a 
longer while (several decades
in most cases), limited 
benchmarks.

Exploitation
Exploitation of millions of 
miserably-paid people in the 
background working to make 
algorithms appear “intelligent” 
and obfuscate value extraction.

Access, courses
Low entry level to the field, 
conferences, papers, courses, 
books, and lately also 
including AI-generated and 
superficial content.

$, Media
Investments to buy technology, 
build huge data centres and 
research facilities. And PR and 
media to hype them, inflate the 
bubble and the AI myth.

“AI” momentum with consequences

Monett, D. & Grigorescu, B. (2024). Deconstructing the AI Myth: Fallacies and Harms of Algorithmification. ECEL 2024.



◉ Misuse and abuse of terminology, anthropomorphism, hype, ahistoricism
◉ Degenerative AI worsens the devastation of natural resources and the environment, 

exploitation of labour, modern AI colonialism, morally unjustifiable
◉ AI inevitability, techno-solutionism, commodification, determinism, and the 

financing of companies’ products with taxpayers’ money, corporate-AI coup
◉ Stagnated “progress” in only one very specific sub-sub-sub-field of AI, deep 

learning monoculture, theft of intellectual property, explosion of AI “experts”
◉ Degeneration of (academic) writing, critical thinking, learning, doing research
◉ Deskilling of students, content pollution, destruction of research integrity, collapse

of research & review systems, covert plagiarism, algorithmification
◉ Mass gullibility, clicky-learners – loss of agency, degradation of cognitive abilities
◉ Aggressive push for more AI despite the harms, no opt-out option
◉ Ethics washing, critical washing—encouraging AI use while being ‘aware of the 

risks’, excessive FOMO, uncritical adoption, unsustainable 12

Monett, D., & Paquet, G. (2025). Against the Commodification of Education — if harms then not AI. Journal of Open, 
Distance, and Digital Education, 2(1), 1-24. https://doi.org/10.25619/wazgw457

(Monett & Grigorescu, 2024; Monett & Paquet, 2024, 2025), etc.

https://doi.org/10.25619/wazgw457
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Open resource under https://monettdiaz.com/books-critical-ai.html

81 books

https://monettdiaz.com/books-critical-ai.html
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“AI” 
won’t 
save 
us

Among 
many 
other
books!



Impact, 
dissemination
also beyond the sabbatical

4

15



• AI and Education: The myth, the challenges, and the path forward. Council of Europe Conf AI and education. France, 10/2022 (O).
• Is data-driven technological solutionism the answer to the future of education? EMINENT 2022, Ireland, 12/2022.
• Desiderata for (AI-based) digital technologies. EU Horizon2020 SwafS Citizen Science project. Munich, 12/2022.
• IA: qué es, su estado actual, retos y oportunidades (engl.: AI: what it is, its current state, challenges, and opportunities). NTT DATA, 

México, 03/2023 (O).
• Pitfalls, Challenges and Opportunities of AI in Public Services. Lean Startup Sprint: AI in Public Service Design, Berlin, 10/2023.
• Panel Inteligencia Artificial confiable para la resiliencia del estado de derecho (engl.: Reliable Artificial Intelligence for the resilience 

of the rule of law). University Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 10/2023.
• Panel Escollos, desafíos y oportunidades de la IA en los servicios públicos (engl.: Pitfalls, Challenges and Opportunities of AI in 

Public Services). University Santiago de Compostela, Spain, 11/2023.
• The allure and dangers of the Silicolonization of our lives. Int. Conf. on AI: Risks, Regulations and Roadmaps, Denmark, 12/2023 (O).
• Panel What's the Point of Artificial Intelligence? FILMFEST DRESDEN, 04/2024.
• Intelligence, the everlasting elusive and ambivalent concept of past, current and future AI. NHL Stenden UAS, The Netherlands, 

04/2024.
• Rethinking how to deal with contemporary AI: Ethics is not a ballast but a need. NHL Stenden UAS, The Netherlands, 04/2024.
• Ethical judgement and responsibility in times of AI. St. Pölten UAS, Austria, 05/2024.
• AI is neither A nor I. St. Pölten UAS, Austria, 05/2024.
• The allure and dangers of the Silicolonization of our lives. 2nd Symposium on AI Opportunities and Challenges, Sweden, 06/2024. 
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Panels, Talks, Keynotes (a selection)

More at: https://monettdiaz.com/publications.html

https://monettdiaz.com/publications.html
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https://tylervigen.com/spurious-scholar

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-10-
18/do-ai-detectors-work-students-face-false-cheating-
accusations

https://x.com/AmyClukey/status/1842342623295533117

Four 
examples 

among many!

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-02810-5

https://tylervigen.com/spurious-scholar
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-10-18/do-ai-detectors-work-students-face-false-cheating-accusations
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-10-18/do-ai-detectors-work-students-face-false-cheating-accusations
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-10-18/do-ai-detectors-work-students-face-false-cheating-accusations
https://x.com/AmyClukey/status/1842342623295533117
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-02810-5


“
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(Lin, 2025)

(van Rooij, 2025)

(Whitaker & Guest, 2020)

(Peters & Chin-Yee, 2025)

(Zheng & Thelwall, 2025)

(Ding & Li, 2025)

(Gibney, 2025)
(Messeri & Crockett, 2024)

(van Rooij & Guest, 2025)

(Naddaf, 2025)

Be very skeptical about “AI” in/for research/education

(Andersen, 2026)



Against the 
uncritical adoption

19

(Guest et al., 2025b)

Guest, O., Suarez, M., Müller, B., van Meerkerk, E., Oude Groote 
Beverborg, A., de Haan, R., Reyes Elizondo, A., Blokpoel, M., 
Scharfenberg, N., Kleinherenbrink, A., Camerino, I., Woensdregt, 
M., Monett, D., Brown, J., Avraamidou, L., Alenda-Demoutiez, J., 
Hermans, F., & van Rooij, I. (2025). Against the Uncritical Adoption 
of 'AI' Technologies in Academia. Zenodo. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17065099

18 authors, 8 HigherEd institutions from The Netherlands: Radboud University, 
University of Amsterdam, Leiden University, University of Groningen, Vrije 
Universiteit Amsterdam; Germany: Berlin School of Economics and Law
USA: University of Colorado; Denmark: Aarhus University

(Guest et al., 2025a)
Guest, O. et al. (2025, June 27). Open Letter: Stop the 
Uncritical Adoption of AI Technologies in Academia.
https://openletter.earth/open-letter-stop-the-uncritical-
adoption-of-ai-technologies-in-academia-b65bba1e

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17065099
https://openletter.earth/open-letter-stop-the-uncritical-adoption-of-ai-technologies-in-academia-b65bba1e
https://openletter.earth/open-letter-stop-the-uncritical-adoption-of-ai-technologies-in-academia-b65bba1e


“
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(Guest et al., 2025)

(Monett & Paquet, 2025)

(Lizzie, 2025)

(Keel, 2025)

(Gannon, 2025)

(Vall, 2025)

(n+1, 2025)

(McQuillan, 2025)
(Fernandes, 2025)

(Knox, 2025)

(Dusseau et al., 2025)

Some examples among many!
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(UK time)



535 participants

Examples of open comments (98 in total)

◉ “AI is great” / “Everyone does it”

◉ “there is a general lack of knowledge about the negative 
impact of overusing AI”

◉ “Terrifying” / “Democracy is in danger”

22

Survey @ HWR, 9-24 July, 2025, closed/open questions on the “Use of generative AI”

(Paper soon!)
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